frazzle, rather than risk a single innocent life Once again he was
laughed at, and frowned at, for his part in this escapade, but he was
talked about more than ever, and the ordinary man thought all the
more sympathetically of him, for his schoolboy enthusiasm for seeing
all the best bits of the cinema

Meanwhile the political struggle had been taking what was now
its inevitable course, amid increasing sound and fury, part of which
was according to the conventional rules of the game, but with which
more ind more of genuine rancour was beginning to mingle The
bargain between the Liberals and the Irish had been successfully
fixed up, and now that the Nationalist weight was duly thrown into
the scale against the Lords, nothing could deliver these noble con-
stitution-breakers from the consequences of their folly Churchill,
still in close partnership with Lloyd George, was in the forefront of
the campaign, but his part was still that of second to the man who
was coming more and more to dominate the political scene At no
time could the course of affairs be said to have been determined
by Churchill's initiative, though he figured often enough in those
dramatic incidents in which he seemed to specialize, especially now
that he and his friend F E Smith had made a regular practice of
launching their keenest shafts of invective across the floor of the
House at each other For Churchill's oratonal technique was no
longer limited to set speeches, but by assiduous practice had ren-
dered him a worthy antagonist of the famous barrister himself in the
cut and thrust of debating repartee, a truly wonderful feat when \ve
consider his initial impediment of speech

Life must have been gloriously full for him No one ahve will ever
experience anything comparable to the hectic enjoyment and care-
free profusion of upper-class society during those days when taxes
were light and prices cheap, when a bank balance was a magic talis-
man to set multitudes of human gnomes, in any part of the world,
toiling to minister to one's least whim, and when Germany was
principally associated in the minds of many of the best people with
the cures that they were annually constrained to undergo in order to
counteract the effects of their own Gargantuan standard of living.

But in these last years before the deluge, when the clouds were
already beginning to blacken the sky, and the peals of approaching
thunder to recur with an even more menacing insistence, there was
no longer the steady pursuit of pleasure, as of right and routine, and
always on the edge of boredom, that had sufficed for the social
magnates of thejzra de sifck There was at the back of all men's mracb^
an apprehension that no one dared to formulate, of somethmg com-*
ing, something already almost overdue, that would sweep away all
this pleasant existence like a house built on sand What yet remained
of its pleasures could not be enjoyed too fast or too furiously.

And this same sense of hectic expectancy pervaded the whole
atmosphere of the time, and spread to all classes of society, Every-
body seemed to be engaged in a concerted effort to ginger up the